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         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced today that the U.S. Department of Homeland Security has awarded $43,911 to the Charlemont Fire Department for portable radios and additional training materials. The new equipment and training materials will improve the fire department's ability to provide emergency rescue and extrication capabilities for its response area.

         The grant was awarded through the 2003 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program, a program of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). FEMA is an agency within the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.

         "Our first responders deserve the best training and equipment in order to do their jobs safely and effectively," Olver said. "This grant represents an investment in public safety that will also boost economic development efforts in the northern-tier region by making ecotourism attractions safer for the general public."

         With this funding the Charlemont Fire Department will purchase portable radios that will enable personnel in the field to communicate with central dispatch through existing truck radios. The department estimates that there have been as many as 1,000 rafters in the Deerfield River on a typical summer weekend. The recent increase in river rafting has led to an increase in the number of calls for water rescues, but currently firefighters have no way to communicate with central dispatch when they are in the river.

         Additionally, Charlemont will purchase a computer-based training program. The program will allow the department to offer one or two sessions per month toward certification with self-directed study. Using this video series and computer lessons, firefighters will be able to work independently to complete lessons while their time spent logged into the program and their test scores are recorded automatically. Using this program will allow greater flexibility in completing the training program, thus increasing individual expertise and helping the department on the whole maintain higher standards.

         The Charlemont Fire Department is one of 453 departments across the country to receive funding under the latest disbursement of the 2003 Assistance to Firefighters Grant program. The program awards one-year grants directly to local fire departments, enhancing their abilities to respond to fire and fire-related hazards in their communities. To date, more than 5,200 fire departments have received more than $367 million in direct assistance. Fire departments receiving the awards represent a cross section of the nation's fire service, including those from urban, suburban and rural areas as well as those made up of paid and volunteer firefighters and those that are a combination of both.

         ###
         For more information, contact Chief Ken Hal at 413-339-4013. For more information on the Assistance to Firefighters Grant program, please visit www.usfa.fema.gov.
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